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Residents snub rate hike forums

Apathy blamed for poor turn-out at Ballina council’'s community consultation sessions

By GRAHAM BROADHEAD

news@northemsmncom.au

DO BALLINA ratepayers real-
ly care they could be slugged
with a $50 to $60 increase on
the average home rate for the
next five years?

Of a shire population of
42,000 people, a total of only 40
attended two community con-
sultation meetings arranged
by Ballina Shire Council to
explain the council’s applica-
tion for a Special Rate Varia-
tion of 7.4 per cent for the com-
ing financial year.

However, it was a totally
different story in Lismore ear-
lier in the year when the com-
munity consultation meetings
were chockers, and the city’s
council ended up not going
ahead with a proposed special
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rate variation.

East Ballina resident and
council watcher, Vince Kelly,
attended both meetings in
Ballina Shire on the proposed
special rate rise.

He wasn’t surprised with
the turn-out, saying there was
apathy in the community in
regards to council consulta-
tion.

“You never get a strong
turn-out,” he said.

“Council can interpret that
as ‘no opposition’ or ‘everyone
must be in favour’.

“But the general public gets
frustrated and thinks ‘as an
individual, I'm not going to
make a difference’.

“Across the community,
there is a large apathetic view
of local government.”

Mr Kelly said council had a

took advantage of the not-so-

‘responsibility to engage the
community’, and praised the
amount of material council
placed on its website and the
online surveys, particularly
the one currently being con-
ducted for the special rate
variation.

But he said the big diffe-
rence between Ballina and
Lismore was that Lismore
City Council sent a letter to
ratepayers more than a month
before the rates consultation
process began, whereas let-
ters to Ballina ratepayers
were sent out the week before
the workshops.

Ballina Shire Council gen-
eral manager Paul Hickey said
the council had found from
other issues where public
meetings and online surveys
had been conducted that there

“It was just beautiful, ten

was a greater response to the
online surveys.

“It’s amore efficient way for
people to provide council with
aresponse,” he said.

Mr Hickey said the letter
and brochure sent to rate-
payers was scheduled to be
mailed earlier than it was, but
there had been a delay in the
issuing of material from the
printer, and he apologised on
council’s behalf.

Meanwhile, Mr Hickey said
the $3.2 million that would be
earned from the special rate
variation was necessary to
keep on top of council’s cur-
rent and future capital works
program.

He said less than half of
council’s $8 million operating
surplus — which excludes dep-
reciation — could be spent on

infrastructure like roads,
drainage, footpaths, parks
and new or replacement com-
munity facilities. The balance
of the surplus was generated
from water, sewerage and
waste operations, and was
directed back to those areas.

The funds available for
roads was a problem, with Mr
Hickey saying council’s engi-
neers had reported annual
spending on roads was alrea-
dy $2.5 million behind what
they would like to ensure the
road network was at an accep-
table level.

He said 62 per cent of the
extra rate income, if approved
by council and then the Minis-
ter for Local Government,
would be spent on roads
around the shire, both new
roads and reconstruction of

the existing network.

A $530,000 roundabout at
the Tamar and Cherry street
intersection and a $1.4 million
roundabout at the entrance to
the Boulder Beach car park
from The Coast Road are
some of the major new pro-
jects that have been ear-
marked for construction in the
next five years.

Mr Hickey said that if the
rate rise wasn’t approved,
council may have to defer
major works, which could pos-
sibly affect big projects alrea-
dy earmarked for late in the
20-year road plan, like the
Western Arterial Road link-
ing West Ballina to the South-
ern Cross industrial area, and
the extension of North Creek
Road from Lennox Head to the
same industrial area.

Mums come first on their special day at the Frlendly Inn
l.- ' .
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MOTHER’S Day started ear-
ly at Eltham this year as the
Friendly Inn helped local
clans spoil their mums by
serving breakfast at the his-
toric pub for the first time.
While dozens of families

ENJOYING mum's speclal day

traditional early opener,
local matriarch Val Johnston
gave the breakfast the
thumbs up as she savoured
the special treatment from
her children and in-laws.

“I wouldn’t get that kind of
service if I were at home,”
she said.

are (from left) Trish and Garry

Johnston, of Clunes, Val Johnston, of Clunes, and Jim and

Robyn Hayward, of Nashua.
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out of ten.

“We told (pub manager)
Toby that we want the same
thing for Father’s Day in Sep-
tember and he said he’d work
on it.”

Managers Toby and Lucie
Black were on deck early
after working late shifts on
Saturday and declared the
breakfast a success, with
patrons asking for more.

“It’s our first breakfast and
customers reckon we should
do it every weekend,” he said

“That could get tricky with
our late hours,” he laughed.

His wife and co-manager
Lucie, while happy with the
turn-out, had to put her own
Mother’s Day needs on hold
as she kept the pub’s wheels
turning.

“I definitely drew the short
straw this year,” she laughed.

With the restaurant also
booked out for lunch, and din-
ner filling fast, Mr Black pro-
mised to make it up to his
spouse next week.

Meanwhile, mums made
up nearly half of the extend-

MOTHER'S DAY breakfast at the Friendly Inn, Eltham: (Clockwise, from left) Chris and Gladys
Cotter, of Lismore, holding grandson Alex Robinson; Jason Cotter, of Brisbane; Glenn Robin-
son, of Goonellabah; Dave and Maurine Robinson, of Toowoomba, holding grandson Blake
Robinson; Sharyn Robinson, of Goonellabah; Debbie Cotter, of Brisbane, holding son Sam,

and Jan Purcell, of Brisbane, holding grand-daughter Olivia Cotter.

ed Cotter/Robinson clan’s
gathering which also took
advantage of the ‘early open-
er’ —travelling from as far as
Brisbane and Toowoomba to
celebrate Mother’s Day.

“We organised it this way
because we’re all up early
anyway so breakfast feels
like lunch,” Debbie Cotter

said.

“The boys are paying, So
we’re pretty happy about
that.”

New chef Rupert Stevens,
who took over the pub’s res-
taurant about three months
ago, isnow serving lunch and
dinner seven days a week and
said breakfast was a natural
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progression.

“Some people associate
pubs with drinking and din-
ner, but nowadays a pub can
be anything,” he said.

“We’re starting Sunday
roasts next week and we’re
about to introduce take-
aways — so maybe we’ll keep
the breakfasts going too.”

View our gallery of
modern art

Unlike most galleries, at northernstar.com.au you can take a look at the images that have
captured our town and region from the comfort of your own chair.

Simply go to northernstar.com.au/photos
and take a look at some of these amazing photos, today.
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